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TREASURER’S REPORT
AUGUST 2013
I am very pleased to report that we have enjoyed another successful year and returned from our trip to Lidcombe with our bank balance in the black.  It has been hard work to turn around our funds from a negative balance but with the help of the grant from the Australian Sports Commission, we started off the year in a more comfortable position than previous years. 
We were very fortunate to once again receive a sponsorship from IGA, very kindly organised by Donna Wingett.  At our first rolloff for the 2013 team at Garden City Lanes, Cindy Donnelly had arranged sponsors for all the lanes and at the end of the 2nd day, we were presented with a cheque for $800 to help with the costs of the teams trip to Sydney.  We were absolutely blown away by this wonderful gesture and cannot thank Cindy and her staff enough for everything they do for the juniors and bowling in general. 
ROLL-OFFS

2010 - 22 boys and 13 girls
2011 - 19 boys and 9 girls

2012 – 24 boys and 11 girls

2013 – 25 boys and 14 girls

2014 – 24 boys and 14 girls

It is encouraging to see that our numbers are increasing and remaining steady with each year as more juniors age out. For the upcoming rolloffs, we had 6 boys and 4 girls age out so it is good to see some of the younger bowlers starting to come through. Next year’s rolloffs could be very interesting with 12 boys and 4 girls ageing out.
With the establishment of our facebook page, we have been able to reach more juniors than ever before however we still continue to have issues with junior co-ordinators/coaches who refuse to simply pass on the information to their bowlers. We have received feedback from juniors who have been told simply not to bother, that they are not good enough, it costs too much and the list goes on. These people continue to amaze me with their efforts to try and hold on to their bowlers in fear that they will lose them to another centre. Unfortunately this only hurts the juniors by not providing them with the information and the opportunity to achieve their very best. 
ZONE CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Zone Championships were held at Coolangatta Tweed Tenpin.  While this year we had 3 less registered players, our number of singles, doubles and teams entries had a significant increase which was very pleasing to see.  Bowlers from Strathpine, Chermside, Mt Warren, Ashmore, Gold Coast/Tweed, Rockhampton, Suncity and Toowoomba took part in the event over two weekends. Squads were held over 2 days with the Open and Restricted Masters being held on the last Sunday.

The first day of squads was ½ to ¾ full but the last Saturday saw every squad full except the final one at 5pm which only had a few spots available.  The Bumper Challenge once again received no entries. After very poor support for this event over the last few years, this event will not be included next year. Considering there are some centres who claim to have a large number of bumper bowlers, it is disappointing that they continue to not pass on the information or encourage their bowlers to enter this event considering the entry fee is quite reasonable.
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Registered Players
	60
	Registered Players
	78
	Registered Players
	83
	Registered Players
	80

	Singles Entries
	72
	Singles Entries
	80
	Singles Entries
	98
	Singles Entries
	110

	Doubles Entries
	32                 (64 bowlers)
	Doubles Entries
	41                   (82 bowlers)
	Doubles Entries
	47                          (94 bowlers)
	Doubles Entries
	50                  (100 bowlers)

	Teams Entries
	16                 (64 bowlers)
	Teams  Entries
	18                    (72 bowlers)
	Teams  Entries
	22                       (88 bowlers)
	Teams Entries
	23                       (92 bowlers)

	All Events
	60
	All Events
	59
	All Events
	75
	All Events
	73


The Open Masters and Restricted Masters had a fantastic turnout with 13 bowlers attempting to qualify for Restricted, 13 for Open Girls and 28 for Open Boys. While our numbers for girls and restricted was less this year, this is the result of several bowlers moving up into the Open Division and the large number of bowlers who have aged out from last year. The Masters format for Round 1, 2 and the Semi Final was a 3 game match single elimination based on the highest pinfall. The Final was a 5 game match with the winner based on the higher pinfall. Tom Austen and Maddy Kemp were eventually named as our Masters Champions after defeating Matt Clague and Breanna Kyte in the final.  I would like to commend all the bowlers on their wonderful performances and sportsmanship showed not just during the Masters but throughout the whole two weekends.  It was a pleasure once again to witness some spectacular bowling.
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Bowling Fees
	$12.60
	Bowling Fees
	$12.60
	 Bowling Fees
	$11.25

	T'ment Fee
	$1.50
	T'ment Fee
	$1.50
	Masters Qual.
	$5.00

	Dev Camp
	$1.00
	Dev Camp
	$1.00
	Prize Fund
	$8.75

	Prize Fund
	$3.50
	Prize Fund
	$3.50
	TOTAL
	$25.00

	TOTAL
	$18.60
	TOTAL
	$18.60
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Events
	$5.00
	All Events
	$5.00
	All Events
	$10.00

	Bumpers
	$14.40
	Bumpers
	$14.40
	Bumpers
	N/A

	Masters Qualifying
	$10.00
	Masters Qualifying
	$10.00
	Masters Qualifying
	N/A


As can be seen by the tables below, the price per event this year was decreased by $1.00 due to an incredibly generous game rate given to us by Coolangatta Tweed Tenpin. As a result of this game rate, we were still able to increase the Admin Fee by only 0.50c to help cover the costs of stationery, printing and accreditation.  Even though some people still tell their juniors that it is too expensive, the entry fee was still only $2.40 more than the entry fee in 2008.  This year once again, all entry fees were prepaid prior to the event by direct deposit into our bank account. This helped to reduce the check-in time as bowlers were only required to pay for their masters qualifying and any extra squads. 
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Bowling Fees
	$12.00
	Bowling Fees
	$13.50
	 Bowling Fees
	$12.00

	T'ment Fee
	$0.00
	T'ment Fee
	$0.50
	T'ment Fee
	$1.00

	Prize Fund
	$8.00
	Prize Fund
	$8.00
	Prize Fund
	$8.00

	TOTAL
	$20.00
	TOTAL
	$22.00
	TOTAL
	$21.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Events
	$10.00
	All Events
	$10.00
	All Events
	$10.00

	Bumpers
	$15.00
	Bumpers
	$16.50
	Bumpers
	$16.00

	Masters Qualifying
	$5.00
	Masters Qualifying
	$5.00
	Masters Qualifying
	$5.00


Again, the prize winnings were all paid out by direct deposit into the bowlers’ accounts. The bowlers were more receptive to this practice this year and the winnings were once again deposited into the  nominated bank accounts in just over two weeks. A very big thank you to Ray Trenham and his staff at Coolangatta Tweed Tenpin for looking after us so well over the two weekends.  Nothing was too much trouble for Ray and his staff and their hospitality and hard work was certainly appreciated by all. I would certainly recommend Coolangatta Tweed Tenpin to any association looking for a centre for a tournament or championships.  Ray also kindly donated a bowling ball for the opening ceremony. Also a big thank you to Michael Hancock from the Greenbank RSL for once again kindly donating 20 Broncos Prize Packs for the Lucky Lane Draws.
This year, we had various items of merchandise for sale including our 2013 Water Bottle Holders. These have continued to be a steady source of income for the association which was used to help reduce the cost of the trip for the President’s Shield team. We also had a Multi-Draw raffle with over 30 prizes including a signed and framed Sean Rash shirt.  We raised over $800 from this raffle and a big thank you to Maria and Len Bailey for all their hard work.  Also thanks to the parents for donating all the prizes in particular the McDonald family who arranged the Sean Rash shirt. 

Once again, we did experience some issues with centres/junior co-ordinators not passing on the information to their bowlers.  Due to the wonder of facebook and Total Bowling, we were able to reach out to those bowlers who had not received the form and were able to slot them into events. I still cannot believe that these people continue to deny these kids the opportunity not just to bowl, but to catch up with their friends, maybe win some money but also the chance to bowl in another centre on a tougher condition and possibly improve their game. Ultimately we have updated our junior database again and will be contacting these bowlers directly in future to inform them about roll-offs, development camps etc.

JUNIOR NATIONALS AND PRESIDENT’S SHIELD
Our fundraising efforts over the last year netted us approximately $14,000. This was a fantastic result and a huge thanks must go to all the bowlers, parents, supporters and of course our sponsors. A big thank you to Maria Bailey, our Fundraising Co-ordinator for organising all the raffles throughout the year. Once again chocolates are always a popular seller and our merchandise did very well at the Zones.  It costs on average approximately $2,500 to send one bowler to the Nationals and Shield. This of course covers everything from their training sessions, uniforms, transport, accommodation, meals, bowling fees and the list goes on. This year however we did change the pricing format.  Bowlers were advised that the cost would be between $2,500 and $1,500.  The eventual total would be reduced to the base rate of $1,500 by their participation in fundraising activities. This meant that all profit from any fundraising they did, was credited directly against their individual cost instead of towards the whole group. 

 After taking into account the funds raised including sponsorship etc, the final figure was $1,750 for each bowler. I am pleased to advise that almost every bowler had raised enough to reduce their final individual costs to the base rate of $1,500.  This method certainly ensured that those who put in the effort to fundraise benefit directly from their efforts.  A huge thank you to our 3 Toowoomba bowlers who between them raised over $2,000. This certainly helped boost the bank balance. After checking other states nomination forms and talking with drafted bowlers, I am very pleased to advise that we still charge a lot less than some other states. For this coming year, I have seen some that are estimating their cost per bowler to be $2,750 and another was $3,500. 

In summing up, it has been at the least, a very interesting and sometimes trying year. We will never make everyone happy but we try to please the majority and our main focus is the juniors and what is best for them and the team as a whole. Over the last few years, we have spent a large amount of time trying to increase our numbers and getting out there and talking with the juniors and their parents to make them aware of what pathways there are if they wish to further their bowling. But as normal, some people like to complain about how we do things, what we do etc.  Until these people have ever actually been in our position, I wish they would think a bit more before they open their mouths or use their keyboards to voice their opinions of us and the team. It is not always an easy job and a lot of time and work is involved from the rolloffs right up until the team trip. On our return, the work starts all over again and we don’t really get much of a break but we do it because we love working with our talented juniors and seeing them achieve all they can.  When these people start putting in the amount of time and work we do towards the juniors, then maybe they will see things differently. Maybe we don’t always get everything right but we are doing the best we can. These people should also learn that just because they do not like some of the adults involved personally, it is not fair to target the juniors just because you have an issue with us. If you don’t like us, that is fine but leave the kids alone.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Committee members Donna and Greg for their support and hard work throughout the year. It has been a joy to serve with you both once again. Communication between committee members has been fantastic and the ultimate result is well-run and well-attended events. Thanks also must go to TBAQ and in particular Andrew Shinnie, Gail Torrens, Trevor Gilliland, Ian Renfrey and Ryan Xia for all their help, guidance and support throughout the year. They have always been ready to answer any questions and support our decisions. A big thank you to Karen and Jeff Kemp for their tireless efforts and support throughout the year. It is very much appreciated.  Thank you again to our wonderful group of parents who have supported not only us the Committee but also the Management team and our wonderful group of juniors.
Wendy Otago
Treasurer

